QUICK BROWSING TAIWAN'S HISTORY OF TWENTITH CENTURY
Taiwan is an island considered to be the origin of Austronesian people. This theory is announced by a linguistic Blust in 1985 and an archaeologist Bellewood in 1991. Portuguese were the first European coming to Taiwan, and named it as "Ilha Formosa" around mid-sixteenth century. In the seventeenth century, Dutch East India Company (V.O.C.) invaded Pescadores Island, and fighting with Ming Dynasty and finally agreed to retreat Taiwan, which was not a territory of Ming Dynasty. In 1624, Dutch established a trading post in present Tainan City, in the south of Taiwan, and built Fort Zeelandia. Yet Spaniards built Fort San Salvador in the northern Taiwan. A Sino-Japanese pirate Koxinga resided in Taiwan by expelling Dutch, took it as a base to fight against Qing Dynasty in Mainland. Chinese migrants from Fujian and Guangdong crossed the Taiwan Strait after his surrendering to Qing Dynasty. This begins the Chinese migrants history in Taiwan.
Japan started its modernization (or Europeanization) in the second half of nineteenth century. The First Sino-Japanese war took place in April 1895, Qing Dynasty was defeated and signed the Treaty of Shimonoseki. Taiwan has been ceded to Japan by this Treaty. While Japan colonizes Taiwan from 1895 to 1945, till the end of World War II. During this fifty years, Taiwan was modernized and industrialized by the colonial government.
After World War II, Japan surrendered. Japan's Government was forced to abandon Taiwan and Penghu. Chinese Government took in charge of Taiwan and sent Chen Yi to manage Taiwan. Then the Nationalist Government lost the civil war against communist army and finally lost Mainland China in 1949. The Nationalist Government, led by Chiang Kai-shek refuged in Taiwan after the civil war. Taiwan become "Republic of China" , and Kuomintang stay in power for many years.. Japanese colonial Government approved laws for the protection of heritage of different nature in this island. After World War II, when Chiang Kai-shek and the Nationalist Government come to Taiwan after Mao Zedong and the Communist Party took over the Mainland China in 1949, we observe some interesting phenomena. There were some different ways of dealing with buildings and infrastructures left by Japanese colonial Government. We might be able to conclude in two different ways: destruction, and replacement. For those that have been destroyed, for example, the Nationalist Government destroys systematically Japanese shrine, especially jinja temples. The Government replaces with National Martyrs' Shrines systematically at the same sites. The Japanese colonial government set a series of laws to protect historical monuments and natural resources. The Nationalist government of Chiang Kai-Shek tries to protect historical monuments, however, the monuments to be protected is very selective. 
THE FIRST LIST OF PRESERVATION

The List of Historic Monuments of Taiwan and Fujian Provinces
The With the phenomenon, we might conclude that the Government did have some vision on cultural heritage preservation, for serving a hidden political intension behind. It is to discover what, consciously and sub-consciously, made all these decision of classification.
THE NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT AFFIRMING ITS SOVEREIGNTY
The Nationalist Government led by Chiang Kai-shek encountered some difficult situations while moving to Taiwan, including exterior and interior ones. He was against Communist China by Mao, to stay as "Free China", supported by the United States. At the same time, he had to deal with Taiwanese society formerly colonized by Japan during 50 years. The country has been modernized during the Japanese Rule. Whereas the Nationalist Government went through very long wars against the Japanese and Communist. Chiang and his government faced the riot against his power, the 228 Affair was just the prelude. The Nationalist government and its army massacre elites in Taiwan. And then, it comes the White Terror afterward. Many were arrested or executed by being suspected to be spies. Fighting back to Mainland China seemed to be farther and farther. People originated from China and moving to Taiwan with Nationalist Government despaired, feeling abandoned by the international community. They had some collective home sick symptom. Nevertheless, they seemed to agree and accept the discourse made by the Nationalist Government.
The whole society and political power at that time was strongly Sino-centered, even Han-chauvinist. The hatred against Japan of Nationalist Government led no possibility to recognize the existence of fifty years of colonization in Taiwan. There exists some strong discrimination towards Aboriginal people and their culture. Though Cultural Heritage Preservation Act is approved, but the practice of preservation in different level of governments was still focused on the Chinese culture.
CONCLUSION
This historic course from the end of World War II to the end of Chiang Ching-kuo's reign reveals strongly a case of classification of Historic Monument and cultural identity of the society. The Nationalist Government under the name of Republic of China leads Taiwan go through this period with complex history of international politics. Chiang Kai-shek and his son Chiang Ching-kuo tried hard to work on the identity issue, to confront Red China and to affirm their sovereignty.
We find that the Government classified mostly monuments or buildings built by Chinese migrants to witness the existence of Chinese culture, and tried to reaffirm the connection to the Mainland China. The Government built the cultural identity by fabricating cultural heritage. The aboriginal cultural heritage had been somehow ignored, and the monuments built during the Japanese Rule is also expelled purposely.
Under the pressure of White Terror, people in Taiwan didn't question much about the history of Taiwan. They are taught to be official inherit of the Great China. This cultural identity made by the Nationalist Government didn't represent the complexity of the people and their histories (plural, because of different people of divers origins and ethnics in Taiwan). This identity fabricated are far from the true aspect of Taiwan. This paper tried to work on the identity issue, through the observation of political and social context. The result of the preservation of historic monuments becomes meaningful. This is not the result of series of single event of classification, but a policy to fabricate history and identity at that time. Things change after 1990s. It's another story.
